
Artisan Hardwood Floors made a splash with its first Floor
of the Year awards, earning the two of the most presti-
gious awards—Floor of the Year (Expert Division),

which is the “best of show” as voted on by ASID judges, and
Members’ Choice (Expert Division), the “best of show” as
determined by attendees at the Palm Springs NWFA Conven-
tion in April.

The striking installation was a culmination of the efforts of
several groups of people. The design team on the project,
including Artisan’s Vice President David Bailey, artist Uli
Kuess, the architect, the builder and the home owner, worked

exceptionally well together. Dedicated Artisan employees
pulled off the installation to exacting standards. And Artisan’s
Bob Bailey, a frequent volunteer with NWFA schools and com-
mittees, credits the support of his colleagues in the industry
for making it possible.

“Our company would not be where it’s at today if I hadn’t
gotten involved in NWFA,” Bailey says. “You get around your
peers, and the networking is just incredible.” Bailey credits
past Floor of the Year winners, especially multiple award win-
ner Gene Klotz of Renaissance Floor In-Lays, for freely sharing
the knowledge that has allowed Bailey to take his company

and his skills to a new level.
On this job, a 3,000-square-foot addition, the

Artisan crew had to use all of the skills they’ve
developed. The various rooms involved different
parquet patterns with laser-cut inlays and bor-
ders. Pattern sizes had to be adjusted to ensure
the layouts would be correct; on three sides of
the main room, the border converges from both
directions on a 3-inch mesquite block, which
allowed no room for error. Artisan also cut the
parquet, created a complete flight of stairs, cut
custom nosing, inlaid flush-mounted wood vents,
and in some areas, tied back into existing floors
from the 1920s.

The floor not only had to be beautiful, it had to
be durable to withstand the clients’ frequent
social functions. Ipé, cumaru, mesquite, Brazilian
cherry, santos mahogany and quartersawn white
oak were selected for their color and hardness.
To allow for spot touch-ups, a penetrating sealer
and wax finish were applied.

The final result was something new for Arti-
san, David Bailey says—a floor as part of an
entire design concept. The artist Kuess did
everything from painting the murals to designing
the floors. “A wonderful advantage of using her
was that the floor has the most incredible sense
of proportion. She brought that to the table
when no one else could have,” David Bailey says.

Both the ASID judges and wood flooring
experts obviously agreed that the floor was
something special. For Bob Bailey, winning was a
thrill, but he believes that he and his company
can still do better. “I was really excited, but at
the same time, I still don’t feel worthy of win-
ning,” Bailey says. “I’m a little embarrassed by all
the attention. When I look at some of my peers
out there, I feel happy as can be about being in
that company.”—K.M.W.

Builder: J. Pinnelli Company � Architect: Steven Kubenka � Artist: Uli Kuess Fine Art and Interiors � Installers: Bob Bailey, Travis Bailey, Chad McBride,
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�Flooring: Decorative Flooring, Artisan Hardwood Floors �Finish: Dura Seal�Nailer: Primatech �Adhesive: Bostik �Abrasive: Norton, BonaKemi
�Sander: Primatech �Buffer, Edger: Clarke (Alto) � Saws: Delta, Hitachi
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